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As tensions rise between the United States and 
China in the 2020s, a historical perspective 
on American trans-Pacific relations is invalu-
able. This talk will touch upon early American 
involvement in the China trade, then address-
ing the rise of imperialism in Asia, the politi-
cal transformations of China, the watershed 
of World War II, the twin challenges of de-
colonization and the Cold War, and increas-
ing economic integration. It will explore how 
the United States and China have navigated 
disagreements and conflicts in the past, of-
fering valuable context for understanding the 
present challenges.
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